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Initiative offers
shatteredlives
hope, inspiration,
opportunities

May Masangkay
KYODC

Three young wemen had sim-
ple aspirations before the 2011
earthquake and tsunami and
muclear crisis aitered the land-
scape of the northeast and their
lives on March 11.

“1 lost everything I had and
Ty life was totatly changed,” said
Ayaka Ogawa, who became the
sole survivor of her family after
the tsunami hit Kamaishi, Twate
Prefechure.

Ogawa, 38, hardly imagined
life beyond her hometown, but
after losing her parents, older
sister and grandpazents, she had
to accept the zeality of facing life
on her awn,

Enter the Beyond Tomor-
row Global Fund for Education
Assistance. The Tolyo-based
fund, set up to help disaster-hit
students with schotarships and
warkshops and moid them into
future leadess in Toholay, ino-
duced her to programs set up
under the Tomodachi Initiative,
which i5 designed o facilitate
Toholar's recovery and deepen
hilateral ties.

Among the programs were
opportunities to visit and study
in the United States.

Recalling  how  her  aunt
and cousin teok her shopping
months afier the disaster, Ogawa
said she had an early atiracted to
fashion.

“I remember how emotional
I feli when 1 wore clothes ather
than the sweat suit we had been
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supplied with and I really appre-
ciated the impact that fashion
can have,” she said.

Now Ogawa is in the 12th
grade at Leelanau School in
Michigan, acting on that inspi-
ration.

“My newfound dream is to be
a fashion designer and I hope
someday my clothes wilt be able
to move people’s hearts,” she
said.

Eeing able to dreain again is
a breakthrough from the shock
she was in immediately after the
disasters, when “nothing really
mattered”

in a sign that she is coming to
terms with her pain, Ogawa sent

a drawing expiessing gratiude
for the support she has received
10 10.S. Ambassador to Japan joha
Roaos on his birthday. The ambas-
sador hias the drawing — Ogawa's
first since the tsunami — dis-
playad on the wall of his office.

“The past is the past, and the
furure is what I can do some-
thing about,” Ggawa said.

Like Ogawa, 17-yearold At
suko Arimoto also chose 1o study
in the United States after being
inspired by a short tip there last
surmmer organized by Beyond
Tomonow.

As a junior at St. Timathy's
School in Maryland, Atimote
said her global perspective has

widened thanks to her class-
mates and shat she hopes to use
her experience from the crisis to
engage in advocacy work in ar-
eas such as women'’s education.

Arirnoto’s ordeat began after
the core meldowns at the Fuku-
shima Na. 1 power plant forced
the nearest yesidents to evaciiate,
jncluding Arimoto and her fam-
ily, whe lived in Olauma, one of
the towns hosting the plant, just
3 lam awvay.

After temporarily moving 1o
fwald, Arimoto said she experi-
enced the discomfort of being
an evacuee and understands the
“importance of assistance” very
well.

ot held by the Beyond Tomaotrow

“Having been affected by the
disaster myself, I am confident
that I can understand more the
feelings of people (who have suf-
fered),” she said, adding that she
began to “seripusly consider be-
ing a diplomat” afier going to the
United States and being inspited
by friends there with clear goals
in life.

The Fukushima resident also
had a chance to share her ex-
periences in class and disserni-
nale accurate information ahout
the state of the radiation in her
hometows: and Japan.

Among her priceless experi-
ences was last July meetng then-
Secretary of State Hillary Rod-

ham Clinton at Roos” residenc
in Tokyo with other students a
fected by fhe disaster and delis
ering a speech,

Minori Endo, who suirvive
the tsunami but lost her fathe
and her home, opted 10 stud
in her hometewn in Eshinoinak
Miyagi Prefecture. But a sho
1rip to the United States last yei
has emboldened her to do mm
for Tohoku's cause.

“We've just passed the secon
year since the March disaster
but Twould be shacked if peop.
would say that it has alreac
been two years, because 1 thir
it is too early for the memory «
the disasters to fade,” said tr
19-year-old freshman at Sensh
University.

Endo, being an only daughte
had a hard time accepting &
harsh truth of her father's deatl
She called his mobile phone e
ery day untii his bady was foun:

During her U.S. trip, she vi
ited the 9/11 Tribute Cente
where she empathized with t
zelatives of those killed by t
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attac
en New York's World Trade Ce:
ter. The visit reminded her of d
value of family and the reali
that even caiastrophes can i
easily forgotten.

Moving beyond the init
shock and sadness of the ever
of 3/11, Endo updates her biog ¢
the 11th of every month as a ta
to keep the memory of that d
alive, and draws encourageme
from peers she met through 1
Tomodachi programs.

Endo, who is living in temp
rary housing in Kamaishi, sa
she wants o be a journalist
she can convey the truth and ¢
story behind every photo.

“[ feed that if I just kead a n¢
mal life after the disaster and ¢
nof take any action to help oth
people, my experience may
forgotten,” she said.




