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T@m@dachl Imtlatwe dlsaster aid heips
T@h@ku students to dream anew
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Thres young womesn had sim-
ple aspirations before the 2011

. earthquake and, tspnami and en-

suing nuclear crisis altered the
landscape of Japan's nertheast
and their lives.

T lost everything I had and
my life was totally changed,”
said Ayake Ogawa, her family's
sole survivor after the tsunemi
hit Kamaishi city in Iwate Pre-
fecture, which plong with Mi-
vagi and Pokushima prefectures
was among the hardest-hit by the

‘Mareh 11, 2011 disaster.

Ogaws, 19, hardly imagined
lifé beyond her hormetown, Bt
after losing her parents, older sis-
ter and grandparents with whom
she had lived-all her life, she'had
to accept the reality of braving
the futare on her own.

Opporiunities such as visiting

- and studyifg in the United States

caine after -meeting people from
the Tokyo-based BEYOND To-

morrow Global Fuad for Bduca—

tion Assistance. They introduced
her and other youths affectad by
the terrible events to programs
under the Tomudachl Initiative,
which is demgned to aid Japan's

post-disaster Tecovery and decp-

en Tokyo-Washington ties.

The fund was set up to help
disaster-hit  students - through
scholarships:znd workshops ané
to- mold them into the Toholku
region’s fature ledders.

‘Recalling how her aunt and
cousin todk her shepping manths
after the disaster, Dgawa said, “I
reinember how einctional T felt

. when I wore clothes’ other than

the sweat suit we had been sup-
plied witk and I really appreci-
ated the impact that fashion can

have.”

Ogawa, who is now in the
12th grade in Leelanae School in
Michigan, said, “My newfound
dream is to be & faghicn designer
and [ hope someday my clothes
will be"gble to move peoplcs
hearts”

Being sble to dream is & tum-
around from her attitude in ‘the
1mmcdzate aftermath of the di-
saster, when “nothing rea]]y mﬁt-
tered.”

Tn asign that she mcommg to
terms with her paia, Ogawa seht
a drawing expressing grafitude

for the support she has received '

to .S, Ainbassador to Japan

John Roos on his bitthday. The
ambassador displays the drawing

-~ Ogawa’s first piece of work

since the disaster - on the wall

of his office.
“Being more open Tiow to chal-
lenges, Ogawa said, “The past is

the past, and the futare is what I
can do something about.”

Like Ogawa, 17-year-old Ai-
suko Arimoto chose to study in

the United States after being in-
spired by a short trip to the-coln~
ity in the summer of 2012 orga-

nized by BEYGND Tomorrow.
As a junior at St, Timothy's
School in Maryland, Arimoto
said her global perspective has
widened thanks to her classmates
and that she hopes to reflact her
experience of the disaster by en-
gaging In advocacy work in areas
such as women's education,
Atimoto’s ordeal began after
the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant bégan spewing ra-

diation, forcing the evacuation of

nearby residgnts, including Ari-
moto and her family, who lived
in Okuma town within 3 kilome-
ters of the plant.

“Temporarily moving to Fu-
kushima's Twaki city, Arimoto

said she experienced the discom-

fort of living as an evacuee and
knows very well the “importance
of assistance,”

“Having been affected by the
disaster myself, T am confident
that T can understand mere the
feelings of people (whe have suf-
fered),” she said, adding that she
began to “seriously consider be-

ing & diplomat” after going to the.
United States and-being inspired

by friends there who have clear
goals in life,

The Fukushima reszdcm also
had a ¢hance to share her expe-
riences with her classmafes and
disseminate accurate information
about the state of nuclear radia-
tion in ber hometown and Japan.

Ameng her priceless experi-

encés was meeting then Secre--

tary of State Fiflary Clinton last
Julyar Roos’ 1esidence in Tokyo
during a gatheiing of students

_ affected by the disaster and de-

livering a speech bsfore Clinton,

who wag visiting Japan for an in-
ternational conference,

Mineri Endo, who -survivad
the tsunami but lost her father

and her home, opted to study in =
her hometewn in Miyagi Prefec-

ture's Ishinomaki city, but a short
trip to the United States last year
has emboldened her to do more
for the Tohoku cause,

“We've just passed the sec-
ond year since the March disas-

. ters, but I would be shocked if

people would say that it has &l
ready. been two years, because 1
think it is oo early for the mem-
ory of the disasters to fade,” said
thie: 19-year-old freshman at Ishi-
nomeki Senshu University.

Endo, bamg an only davgh-
ter, had a hard time accepling the
harsh truth of her father’s death,
and she would call his mobile
phone every day until his body
was found,

During her U.S. tsip, she visit-
ed the 9711 Tribute Center, where
she empathized with the bereaved
relatives of the Sept. ‘11, 2001,
terrorist attacks on MNew York's
World Trade Center. She was re-

. minded of the value of fuly aod

the reality that ever catastrophes
can be easily forgotien.

Moving beyond the initial
shock and sadness of the events
of March 11, 2011, Endo updates
her blog on 11th of every month
as a tool to keep the memory
of that day alive, and draws en-
couragement from peers she
met through the Tomodacht pro-
grams,

Endo, whe now lives in tem-
porary housing in Kamaishi, said
she wants to be a joumahsi 50
that she can convey the truth and
the story behind every photo, |

“1 feel that if I just lead 2 nor-
mal-life dfter the disaster and do
nqt take any action to help other
people, my experence may be
forgotten,” she said.

TOKYO Japan « Students frum the Tohoku region who were af-
fected by the 2011 tsunami chat with yolunteers in a workshop
held in Tokyo’s Chuo Ward on March 9, 2013. (Kyodo Phato) r
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